
 
 
 
 
Response to Questions Submitted in Writing to the Strong Neighborhoods Initiative 
Project Advisory Committee Regarding the City of San José County Island Annexation 
Program 
 
 
Q: Will the City of San José assume the responsibilities of Santa Clara County to repair issues 
that the County already agreed need repair (i.e. sewers, potholes, roads, etc.)? 
 
A: Upon annexation, the City of San José assumes responsibility for the maintenance of public 
streets and sewers. The Department of Transportation is conducting an assessment of the 
infrastructure in County pockets. This assessment will identify immediate deficiencies, capital 
improvement needs, and projected service costs. The Department will then work to secure 
funding to repair or upgrade the immediate deficiencies upon annexation.  
 
Q: Parking Permits: Will parking permits automatically transfer from the County residents to 
the annexed City residents without charge? What are the City requirements and processes for 
issuing parking permits? How long are the parking permits valid? 
 
A: As part of the annexation process, the Department of Transportation will consider whether to 
implement a similar parking permit program when the area becomes part of the City of San José. 
As the county permit parking program is already in place, it may be possible to expedite the 
process but it typically includes a parking study as well as a petition to confirm resident support. 
If it is determined that the permit program is warranted, the Department of Transportation should 
be able to skip the parking study. However, the petition may be necessary to confirm resident 
support because the city program is fee-based. The current fee is $30 per permit every 2 years. If 
the County program is also fee-based, the petition process may not be needed if the per permit 
fees are similar in dollar amount. As the time for annexation of the County pocket approaches, 
City staff will work to make the transition as seamless as possible. 
 
Q: Are the County Pocket residents allowed to protest and file motions with the City concerning 
fees enacted prior to annexation? County Pocket residents had no input regarding the City fees 
(i.e. actually a tax on utility and phone bills). 
 
A: You may speak to this matter at City Council hearings on the annexation, but there is no 
formal protest process regarding City fees. 
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Q: What is the process for County Pocket residents to protest annexation? County residents need 
detailed information on this process. 
 
A: Pursuant to Government Code Section 56375.3, island annexations may be approved without 
a requirement for protest proceedings by the City Council, regardless of the level of protest if the 
following criteria are met: The island areas do not exceed 150 acres in size; the entirety of the 
island is included in the annexation; it is surrounded or substantially surrounded by the City; it is 
substantially developed or developing based on consideration of the availability of public utility 
services, the presence of public improvements, or the presence of physical improvements upon 
the parcel(s); the island is not considered prime agricultural land; and it will receive City 
services.  
 
The City Council retains the responsibility to hear any public testimony and/or protests at the 
Council hearings, but is not required to follow protest proceedings unless findings can be made 
that the annexation does not meet the above listed criteria.  
 
Q: Does the City plan to meet with residents of each individual County Pocket before 
annexation? 
 
A: The public outreach plan for the County Island Annexation Program is outlined in a 9/19/06 
memo to City Council. Planning staff initially contacts residents with an introductory letter and a 
booklet of information regarding annexation. Staff subsequently follows up with targeted 
community outreach. For the earlier, smaller pockets this has been done primarily through phone 
calls, emails, and one-on-one meetings requested by residents. Larger pockets will likely 
necessitate neighborhood meetings to answer residents’ general questions. 
 
Q: Of utmost concern is the ability of the City to provide services to the County Pockets. 
 

1. The Mayor of San Jose and Police Chief stated to the media that the City does not have enough police 
officers to respond to the existing regions. This is a very serious problem. 

2. Why assume responsibility for more residents when you currently do not have the necessary force 
(police, fire, roads, sewers, etc.)? 

3. How does the City propose to provide the necessary infrastructure to the annexed County Pockets for 
all services? 

4. Why annex the County Pockets at this time when the City obviously does not have the means to support 
these areas? 

 
A: City departments that will face increased costs associated with the pocket annexations are 
currently conducting assessments of anticipated impacts. These costs will then be included in the 
City budget process. Other departments already serve residents of the County pockets. 
 
Annexing County pockets at this time will possibly reduce the administrative cost for the City 
associated with their eventual annexation by taking advantage of the County’s current 
commitment to facilitate annexations and the State’s temporary streamlining of the annexation 
process. It will also improve the efficiency of service provision for the County and the City by 
cleaning up jurisdictional boundaries. 
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Response to other questions from the Project Advisory Committee 
 
 
Q: Are you following the Communication Policy 630? 
 
A: Although these prezonings and annexations do not meet any of the criteria for land use and 
development proposals covered by Council Policy 6-30, outreach has been occuring consistent 
with Council Policy 6-30:  Public Outreach for Pending Land Use and Development Proposals.  
 
The public outreach plan for the County Island Annexation Program is outlined in a 9/19/06 
memo to City Council. Planning staff initially contacts residents with an introductory letter and a 
booklet of information regarding annexation. Staff subsequently follows up with targeted 
community outreach. For the earlier, smaller pockets this has been done primarily through phone 
calls, emails, and one-on-one meetings requested by residents. Larger pockets will likely 
necessitate neighborhood meetings to answer residents’ general questions. A notice of the public 
hearings is distributed to the owners and tenants of all properties located within 300 feet of the 
project sites and is posted on the City website.  The prezonings and annexations are also 
published in a local newspaper, the Post Record.  Staff reports are also posted on the City’s 
website in advance of City Council hearings. A website with information specific to the County 
Island Annexation Program is also maintained by staff. 
 
Q: How does the two year hold on changes to GP and zoning affect the general plan update 
cycle? 
 
A: This may require special attention if County pockets are included as areas of focus for the 
general plan update. As the general plan update work plan takes shape, staff will evaluate 
whether there is a need to modify the annexation schedule to minimize potential conflicts with 
the two year hold on changes to the GP and zoning for annexed territory. 
 
Q: How is the proposed City zoning designation decided upon? 
 
A: Staff evaluates the zoning options based upon consistency with the General Plan, 
compatibility with neighboring uses, and current use of the site in determining their 
recommendation. Ultimately, the City Council decides on the prezoning designation, based on 
the Planning Director’s and Planning Commission’s recommendation. 
 
Q: What are the public safety impacts of sole responsibility for City police and fire? 
 
A: By simplifying jurisdictional boundaries, having sole jurisdiction will allow for quicker and 
more efficient public safety responses to incidents in areas in and near County pockets.  
 
The San Jose Police Department will be planning to assign officers to areas based on the size and 
population concentration of County pockets, allowing them to provide equal or greater response 
capabilities to the County pocket areas. 
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Q: How much money does the City expect to receive from new utility tax revenue? Can you 
estimate this for the new areas? 
 
A: The City received about $76,864,000 from the Utilities User Tax during the 2005/2006 fiscal 
year. Based solely upon an average tax per person or per household, the City could expect to 
collect an estimated $1.4 million from all of the County pockets currently proposed for 
annexation. This is an extremely rough estimate, as densities and uses in the pockets are not 
likely to be a representative sample of the City as a whole.  
 
 
 


